23 May 1837 .—7 Will. IV. 




(Ireland.) 



A 



B I L L 



FOR 

The better Regulation of Hospitals, Dispensaries, 
and other Medical Charities in Ireland. 



[Note. — Tlie Words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted 
in the Committee.] 



£Wi(£&25> it is expedient to make provision for the Prenmbie. 
better regulation of the several Hospitals, Dispensaries, 

Asylums and other Medical Charities now existing, or which may 
hereafter be required in Ireland ; 315(3; it therefore (fcnattei), by The 
^ KING’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the Advice and 
Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this 
present Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of the same, t 
THAT from and after the First day of October One thousand eight After i Oct. ^ 
hundred and Thirty-seven, the parts of the several Acts hereinafter Acts ’repealed. 
10 mentioned shall cease, determine and be repealed,- that is to say, so 
much of an Act passed in the Parliament of Ireland in the fifth and 
sixth years of the reign of King George the Third, intituled, “ An 5 & 6 Geo. 3 , 
Act for erecting and establishing Public Infirmaries or Hospitals in c ' a0, 
this Kingdom,” as relates to the qualification of Surgeons to be 
1 ^ elected for such Infirmary or Hospital, and to the presenting of 
money by the Grand Juries for the support of same; and so much 
of an Act passed in the Parliament of Ireland in the seventh and 
eighth years of the reign of King George the Third, intituled, y& 8 Geo. 3 , 
“ An Act to amend an Act made in the last Session of Parliament, c * 

20 for the erecting and establishing Public Infirmaries or Hospitals in 
this Kingdom,” as relates to the qualification of Physicians to be 
elected to County Infirmaries in Ireland; and so much of an Act 
passed in the Parliament of Ireland in the thirty-sixth ye^r of the 
reign of King George the Third, intituled, An Act for the further 36 Geo. 3, 
Regulation of Public Infirmaries or Hospitals,” as relates to the qua- c ' 9 ‘ 

334 . ' a lification 
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location of Surgeons, to be elected to County Infirmaries in Ireland 5 
and so much of an Act passed in the forty-fifth year of the reign 
of King George the Third, intituled, “An Act to amend and 
render more effectual an Act made in the Parliament of Ireland in 
the fifth year of his present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act for erect- 5 
ing and establishing Public Infirmaries or Hospitals in this King. 
do°m i* and of an Act passed in the forty-seventh year of the reign of 
King George the Third, intituled, “ An Act to amend an Act made 
in the last Session of Parliament, for regulating and providing for the 
Relief of the Poor, and the Management of Infirmaries and Hospitals 10 
in Ireland;” and of an Act passed in the forty-seventh year of the reign 
of King George the Third, intituled, “An Act to amend an Act 
made in the Parliament of Ireland in the fifth year of his present 
Majesty’s reign, for erecting and establishing Public Infirmaries or 
Hospitals in Ireland,” as relates lo the presentment of money by 15 
Grand Juries for Infirmaries or Hospitals; and of so much of an 
Act passed in the filty -fourth year of the reign o( King George 
the. Third, intituled, “An Act to amend several Acts for erecting or 
establishing Public Infirmaries or Hospitals in Ireland, as relates to 
the qualifications of Surgeons elected for County Infirmaries or Hos- 20 
pitals in Ireland ; and so much of an Act passed in the fifty-eighth 
year of the reign of King George the Third, intituled, “ An Act to 
establish Fever Hospitals, and to make other Regulations for Relief 
of the suffering Poor, and for preventing the increase of infectious 
Fevers in Ireland 5” and of an Act passed in the third year of the 25 
reign of King George the Fourth, intituled, “An Act to amend an 
Act passed in the fifty-eighth year of the reign of his late Majesty 
King George the Third, for establishing Fever Hospitals, and for 
making other Regulations for Relief of the suffering Poor, and for 
preventing the increase of infectious Fevers in Ireland and of an 30 
Act passed in the third and fourth years of King William the 
Fourth, intituled, “ An Act to amend the Laws relating to Grand 
Juries in Ireland and of an Act passed in the third and fourth years 
of King William the Fourth, intituled, “An Act to explain and 
amend the Provisions of certain Acts for the erecting and establishing 35 
Public Infirmaries, Hospitals and Dispensaries in Ireland,” as relates 
to the presentment of money by Grand Juries for Hospitals and Dis- 
pensaries in Ireland ; and so much of an Act passed in the first and 
second years of the reign of King George the Fourth, intituled, 

“ An Act to make more effectual Provision for the Establishment of 40 
Asylums for the Lunatic Poor, and for the Custody of Insane Per- 
sons charged with Offences in Ireland and of an Act passed in 
the sixth year of the reign of King George the Fourth, intituled 
“ An Act to amend ail Act of the first and second years of his pre- 
sent Majesty, for the Establishment of Asylums for the Lunatic Poor 
in Ireland and of an Act passed in the seventh year of the reign 
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of King Geokge the Fourth, intituled, 



‘ An Act for the further 7 G “- 4, 

ol tving ujsunt-ii > * . c. 14. 

Amendment of an Act of the first and second years of his present 
Majesty, for the Establishment of Asylums for the Lunatic Poor m 
Ireland and of an Act passed in the sixth and seventh years of 
the reign of His present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act to consolidate « u( . 
.„,d amend the Laws relating to the Presentment of Public Money 
bv Grand J uries in I rebind,” as relates to the repayment of advances 
of money from the Consolidated Fund to be made to Lunatic Asylums 
in Ireland after the First day of October One thousand eight hundred 
and Thirty-seven. 



And be it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful to and for 
the Lord lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Governors for 
Ireland for the time being to nominate and appoint FW fit and 
proper persons, being Physicians or Surgeons duly qualified by 
, 5 provisions of this Act, to be Inspectors of Hospitals, Infirmaries, 
Asylums, Dispensaries and other Medical Institutions in Ireland, 
removable at the will and pleasure of the Lord Lieutenant, or other 
Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland for the time being ; and such 
Four persons shall perform all the duties prescribed for the Medical 
20 Inspectors as directed by this Act. 

And be it Enacted, That each of the said Inspectors shall receive 
suck salary as. the Lord Lieutenant or other Clnef Governor or Go- 
vernors of Ireland shall appoint, not exceeding to each the sum of 
hundred Pounds in the pear, together with such allowance 
a 5 for travelling expenses as the said Lord Lieutenant or other Chef 
Governor or Governors shall appoint -, which salary and allowance 
Zube payable in quarterly payments out of the Consolidated Fund 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 

And be it Enacted, That such Inspectors shall not themselves be 
, 1 . 0 , , n anywise connected with any Hospital, Infirmaiy, 

3 Asv.lum Dispensary, School of Surgery, Pharmacy or other Medical 
Institution whatever, or derive any pecuniary emolument from private 

.. a Physician or Surgeon, or from the performance of any 

C»r-"r“ b/.»; *«. — 

35 allowance hereinbefore provided. 

. , , ■„ p nac ted That the said Inspectors may meet and sit 

U .: , ,: me in such place or places as they shall find most 

from time to , J ’ idjourninent> and shall have an office m 

the^lty of Dublin, lot call el “ The Medical Charity Office f and 

, 0 taaffi acts matters and things which the said Inspectors are by 

4 this Act authorized to do or execute, may be done and executed by 

“"‘more of them, and that they shall and may, with the 
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consent and approbation of the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief 
Governor or Governors, employ such clerks and officers as they may 
find necessary ; and that all and every the persons so employed in any 
such capacity may from time to time be dismissed at the pleasure of 
the said Inspectors, and any other person or persons, with the like 
consent and approbation, appointed in his or their stead, and shall 
make such general regulations respecting the medical care of patients 
deriving medical aid from Infirmaries, Fever Hospitals, Asylums 
Dispensaries and other Medical Institutions in Ireland, and such 
other rules and regulations for the general management of such 
Institutions as they shall think proper, and shall have power from 
lime to time to alter such regulations. 



And be it Enacted, That from and after the passing of this Jet, 
the said Inspectors shall be Inspectors of all District Lunatic Asylums 
supported by presentments in Ireland, established under any Acts 

now in force; and such Inspectors shall have all the same powers 

relating to the inspection of such Lunatic Asylums as by any Acts 
now in force relating to such Lunatic Asylums are given to the 
Inspectors General of Prisons, who shall cease to have any authority 
to inspect or visit said Lunatic Asylums. 

And be it Enacted, That every Hospital, Asylum, Dispensary and 
other Medical Charily in Ireland shall be visited Twice, at the least 
in every year by One or more of the said Inspectors, who shall 
report upon the state of every such Institution to the Medical Charity 
Office in Dublin. 



. And be 11 Enacted, That the Poor Law Commissioners for the. 
time being, acting m the execution of an Act of the present Session 
ol Parliament, intituled, “ An Act for the more effectual Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland,” shall hereafter exercise a general superintend- 
ence over all Infirmaries, Hospitals, Dispensaries, Asylums and other 
Medical Charities throughout Ireland, and over the said Medical 
Inspectors appointed under the provisions of this Act. 

And be it. Enacted, That before the Twentieth day of January 
One thousand eight hundred and Thirty-eight , and so in every suc- 
cee in 0 yeai before the Twentieth day of January in each year, the 
Governors, Directors or Committees of the several Hospitals, Infir- 
maries, Asylums, Dispensaries and other Medical Charities in Ire- 
land, or the Treasurer or other proper Officer of every such Institution 
respectively, shall yearly and every year make out and deliver or 
transmit to the Medical Charity Office in Dublin a return containing 
a statement and accounts of all the funds intrusted to the Governors, 
Directors or Committees of every such Institution respectively, for 

the 
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the benefit of every such Institution, and of the application of such 
funds for the year ending on the Thirty-first day of December pre- 
ceding such Twentieth day of January , with the balances of the debts 
and credits, and of the whole funds of every such Institution 
5 respectively on such Thirty-first day of December ; and also the 
number of patients or persons received into and sent out of every 
such Institution respectively during such preceding year, and the 
number of persons who have received advice or medical aid therein 
during such year, and the number of patients remaining therein at 
io the time of such return, and the number and names of thephysicia ns, 
surgeons, officers, servants and other persons employed in or about 
the management of every such Institution respectively, together with 
an estimate of the amount which will probably be required for the witl * E * li - 

1 . . mate (or the 

maintenance throughout the year of such Institutions respectively, next year. 

15 in which estimate shall be stated in detail all expenses that will 
probably be incurred, whether for buildings, repairs, provisions, 
medicines, salaries or other expenses incidental to such Institutions, 
and shall transmit such estimate to the said Medical Charity Office, 
with all such other matters and things relating to the management, 

20 revenue and expenditure of every such Asylum respectively as shall 
from time to time be required by the said Medical Inspectors for the 
full disclosure of the state of every such Institution respectively ; and 
all the said returns, statements and accounts shall be signed by the 
secretary, treasurer or chief officer for the time being of every such 
25 Institution respectively, and shall be confirmed as just and true 
statements by the signature of Three Governors, Directors or Com- 
mittee of every such Institution respectively. 

10. 

And be it Enacted, That a half-yearly Return of the state of Haif-jeuriy 
Disease in each District, and of the number of Patients to whom „,acioofihe 
30 medical aid has been administered in each of the Institutions afore- am^Ex"- 
said, shall be transmitted to the said Medical Charity Office by the [|p r '^ e e dical 
Medical Attendants attached to each such Institution; and a general charities, mid 

to be Imu 

Abstract and Summary of such Returns, together with a general before Fuiia- 
Abstract and Summary of the Expenditure upon each Class of the rac,,lannually ‘ 
35 Medical Institutions aforesaid shall be laid before Parliament in each 
year during its sitting. 

11. 

And be it Enacted, That the Medical Inspectors shall have and inspectors to 

' 1 . exercise the 

they are hereby authorized and empowered to use and exercise all powers of 

such powers for the obtaining of the accounts, statements and c> g 2 _ 

40 returns by this Act required to be made, relating to the said Insti- 
tutions, and in the exercising and stating of the accounts of the 
receipt and expenditure, and of the debts and credits of every such 
Institution respectively as are given to or vested in the Commis- 
sioners of Accounts under and by virtue of an Act made in the 

334, a fifty-second 
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fifty -second year of the reign of his late Majesty George the Third, 
intituled, “ An Act to provide for the speedy and regular Exami- 
nation and Audit of the Public Accounts of Ireland,” with respect 
to the matters and things required to be done by the said Commis- 
sioners of Accounts under the said recited Act ; and all and every 5 
persons and person shall be subject and liable to such pains and 
penalties for any disobedience to any orders of the said Inspectors in 
the execution of this Act as are inflicted or imposed by the said 
recited Act on persons disobeying the orders of the said Commis- 
sioners under the said recited Act. 10 

And be it Enacted , That from and after the passing of this Act 
it shall and may be lawful for the Lord High Treasurer or the 
Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland , from time to time to order and direct 
that any sum or sums of money shall be advanced and issued and paid 15 
out of the growing produce of the said Consolidated Fund to such 
person or persons as shall be named in any such order , or into the 
Bank of Ireland in the name or names of any such person or persons , 
to be from time to time paid and applied, under the direction of the 
Medical Inspectors , for the purpose of carrying on, maintaining and 20 
supporting any such Institution from time to lime in any district in 
Ireland , to such amount and at such times, and in such manner and 
proportions, and upon such estimates , arid under such rules, regulations, 
terms and conditions, and with such penalties for breach of such 
rules , regulations, terms and conditions, as to the Lord Lieutenant or 25 
other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland shall seem best suited 
for promoting the beneficial purposes of any such Institution according 
to the provisions of this Act . 

And be it Enacted, That the elections of all Physicians or 
Surgeons to any Hospital, Infirmary, Asylum, Dispensary or other 30 
Medical Institution in Ireland, shall be from amongst the Members 
or Licentiates of one of the Royal Colleges of Physicians or Sur- 
geons, or chartered Universities in Great Britain and Ireland. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful to and for 
the Medical Inspectors, by and with the consent and approbation of 35 
the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland, 
wherever the public convenience may require such a proceeding, 
to alter the Hospital or Dispensary Districts now existing, and to 
make new Districts either by uniting together, dividing or otherwise 
altering the present Districts, or in such other manner as the said 40 
Inspectors shall think proper. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful to and for 
all bodies politic and corporate, trustees, guardians of infants, com- 
mittees 
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mlt tees of lunatics, femes covert, with their husbands, and all other 
persons whatsoever who are or shall be seised or possessed of or 
interested in or entitled unto any estate or interest whatsoever in the 
lands, houses, grounds, tenements, buildings or hereditaments, which 
rj by the said Medical Inspectors shall he thought necessary to be 
rented or purchased for any of the purposes of this Act, by deeds 
indented and enrolled, to demise, sell and convey all and any such 
grounds, houses, tenements or hereditaments, or any part thereof, 
and all the respective estates and interest therein, to the said Inspec- 
10 tors, or any Two of them, and their heirs and successors, and that all 
contracts, agreements, bargains, sales and conveyances that shall 
be so made, shall be good and valid in law to all intents and pur- 
poses whatsoever j and that such Medical Inspectors for the time 
being, and their heirs and successors, shall be trustees of all such 
15 houses, lands, tenements and hereditaments, as shall be conveyed to 
or vested in them under and by virtue of this Act, for the purposes 
herein provided, and for no other purpose whatsoever. 

• • l6 - 

And .be it Enacted, That all and every of the provisions of an provision* of 
Act passed in the fiftieth year of the reign of King George theThird, ^1^3° "aud 
20 intituled, “ An Act for repealing the several Laws relating to Prisons ^*^ C p Ur . 
in Ireland, and for re-enacting such of the Provisions thereof as have chase and 

- . , valuation of 

been found useful, with Amendments; or any Act for amending sites, to extend 
the same, which affect or relate to the purchase, holding a court & c ‘ h!sAct ' 
and valuation of lands, tenements or hereditaments, for the sites of 
25 gaols or prisons, or to any notices, proceedings, summonses, verdicts 
and judgments, or to any conveyances or enrolments, or to the 
lodgments of consideration-money, or to petitions to the High Court 
of Chancery in Ireland, or to any payments of purchase-money, or 
to any rights and titles of parties interested, shall be held to apply 
30 to the valuation of lands, tenements or hereditaments rented or taken 
for the purchase of land under the provisions of this Act, and such 
verdicts, judgments and conveyances shall be binding and conclusive 
to all intents and purposes whatsoever, and that all the powers vested 
in the Commissioners by said Act, or of any Act for amending the 
35 same, shall be and are hereby vested in the said Medical Inspectors, 
orany Two of them, for the purpose of the valuation of all lands, 
tenements and hereditaments, for the purposes of this Act. 

17. 

And be it Enacted, That from and after the passing of this Act Archbjsbopj,^ 
it shall and may be lawful to and for every Archbishop, Bishop, Land for Hos- 
40 Dean, Dean and Chapter, Archdeacon, Dignitary or Prebendary, to 

grant, by his or their deed or deeds respectively, any piece or parcel derssGeo.s, 
of land, not exceeding Six Acres plantation measure, as and for the 
site of a Hospital, Asylum or Dispensary, in such and the like manner 
as such Archbishop, Bishop, Dean, Dean and Chapter, Archdeacon, 

334. c, Dignitary 
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Di gnitaryor Prebendary, is empowered to do with respect to land for 
the site of a church and churchyard, in and by an Act passed in the 
Parliament of Ireland in the thirty-third year of the reign of King 
George the Second, among other things to encourage the building of 
new Churches : Provided always, That such grant shall and may 5 
be made either to the churchwardens of the parish in which said land 
shall be situate, and their successors for ever, according to the direc- 
tions of the said Act of the thirty-third year of King George the 
Second, or to the said Medical Inspectors, as the Lord Lieutenant 
or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland shall order and io 
direct; and such grant shall be good and effectual against such Arch- 
bishop, Bishop, Dean, Dean and Chapter, Archdeacon, Dignitary or 
Prebendary, and his and their successor and successors ; and the 
churchwardens of such parish and their successors for ever, or such 
Inspectors as aforesaid, and their heirs and successors, shall be and 15 
are hereby empowered and made capable of receiving and enjoying 
the benefit of any such grant, for the purpose aforesaid, in like man- 
ner as by the said Acts or either of them is provided with respect to 
any land granted for the site of a church and churchyard or lunatic 
asylum respectively. 20 

And be it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for any body 
corporate or collegiate, civil or ecclesiastical, aggregate or sole, to 
demise or lease any lands within the kingdom of Ireland to the 
Governors, Trustees or other proper officers of any Public Hospital 
or Hospitals within the said kingdom, for the use of such Hospital or 25 
Hospitals, or for forming a Cemetery to belong thereto, for any term of 
years, or for life or lives certain, or lives renewable, at the best yearly 
rent that can then be obtained for the same, and subject to such 
covenants, conditions and provisoes as shall be agreed upon between 
the said lessors and lessees; and in every such lease there shall be 30 
reserved a power of re-entry on non-payment of the rent reserved 
within a reasonable time after the same shall become due and pay- . 
able ; and every such lease shall be good, valid and effectual against 
every person having or claiming to have any charge or incumbrance 
affecting either in law or equity the lands or premises comprised 35 
therein: Provided always, That no such lease shall demise a greater 
quantity than Thirty Acres, and that no fine shall be taken or received 
for making any such lease or demise, or on any renewal thereof. 

And he it Enacted, That it shall and may he lawful for the said Lord 
High Treasurer or Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury to order 40 
and direct that any sum or sums of money shall be advanced and issued 
and paid out of the growing produce of the said Consolidated Fund to 
such person or persons as shall be named in any such order, or into the 
iBank of Ireland in the names of any such person or persons, to he paid 

and 
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and applied for the purpose of erecting and establishing any such 
Institution for the poor in any such district in Ireland, in such sums 
and at such times, and in such manner and proportions, and under suck 
rules, regulations, terms and conditions, and to aimed' such penalties for 
breach of such rules, regulations , terms and conditions, as to the Lord 
Lieutenant or other Chief Governor and Governors qf Ireland shall 
seem best suited for promoting the beneficial purposes of this Act. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Grand Jury of 
any and every county, county of a city, or county of a town in Ire- 
10 land, in or for which, either wholly or in part, any such Institution 
hath been or shall be erected ; and such Grand Jury are hereby ? 
required, at the assizes next after the date of any such order for the 
advance of money for the erecting, opening, carrying on or main- 
taining any such Institution, or as soon after as they shall be thereto 
, , required, and from time to time, whenever the case shall happen, to 
make a presentment for the raising off any such county, county ol 
a city, or county of a town, and without the same having been pre- 
viously submitted to the special sessions, such sum or sums of money 
as shall be necessary for the repayment of any such sum or sums so 
20 advanced, or any part thereof, at such times and m such propor- 
tions as shall he directed and ascertained by any order or orders to 
be made by the Lord Lieutenant, or other Chief Governor or Gover- 
nors of Ireland: Provided always. That all houses and buildings 
adjoining to any city or town in Ireland, and considered as part of 
nr such city or town, shall he liable to be assessed for snoh -present- 
meats under the provisions of this Act, as if such houses or buddings 
were within such city or town, notwithstanding any local or other 
Act to the contrary. 

And be it Enacted, That if any such Grand Jury shall neglect or 
to refuse to make any such presentment, the Judge of Assize shall an 
may and is hereby required to order the sum or sums which ought 
to be so presented to be raised as if the same had been so presented, 
and the same shall be raised and paid accordingly : Provided always, 
That the Certificate of the Chief Secretary or Under Secretary for 
or- Ireland shall be sufficient evidence of the advance of money and 
order of the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Governors 
of Ireland upon which the several Grand Juries and Judges o 
Assizes shall make such presentment. 

And he it Enacted, That whenever a Poor Rate is established in 
40 Ireland under the provisions of any Act to be passed for the relief of 
the destitute Poor in Ireland, and in course of collection throughout 
Ireland, the sums to be advanced by order of the Lord Lieutenant or 
other Chief Governor of Governors of Ireland as aforesaid shall e 
paid out of such Poor Rate, and that from thenceforth the power of 
Grand Juries to present for same shall cease and determine. 

■ 334 - 
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And be it Enacted, That the sum paid annually to the Treasurer 
of the Hospitals and Infirmary out of the Consolidated Fund in 
Ireland, under the provisions of an Act passed in the fifth and sixth 
years of the reign of King George the Third, intituled, “An Act for 
erecting and establishing Public Infirmaries or Hospitals in this 
Kingdom,” shall in future be paid and applied towards the salary 5 
and expenses of the Medical Inspectors and Medical Charity Office 
in Ireland. 

And be it further Enacted, That all fines and penalties imposed 
by any Act now in force in Ireland, or any- fines or penalties im- 
posed upon any person by any Court of Justice in Ireland, shall be 
applied to the benefit of the Infirmary of the county, county of a 
city or town in which the offence for which such fine or penalty has 
been inflicted shall have been committed. 

And be it Enacted, That this Act may be altered, amended or re- 
pealed in this present Session of Parliament. 
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